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3 - Guest of Honour, Ray Harryhausen with some of his creations

4 - Ray Harryhausen's creations close-up
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5 - Not quite sure who this lovely lady is. If you know, let me know.

Our Guest eff

(R
HARRYRAUSER

In 1933, Ray Harryhausen was 13
years of age and a new movie had
been announced in the Hollywood
press. It was to open at
Grauman's Chinese Theatre on
Hollywood Boulevard and to a 13
year old boy it looked very
interesting. The film was of
course KING KONG.
Ray came out of the theatre with
the sounds and smell of Skull
Island buzzing inside his head,
spellbound by the magic of Willis
O’Brien and the music of Max
Steiner. He knew he had to find
out how Kong and his dinosaur
had been b ht to

life.

The long years of study and
experimentation with a 16mm
movie camera eventually paid off
and Ray was taken on by George
Pal to animate a series of stop—
motion films called Puppetoons.
But the big step up into the world
of feature length motion pictures

6 - Feature on Ray Harryhausen inside programme
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arrived when he was hired by
Willis O’Brien, the man who had
inspired Ray as a y g to
investigate the fascinating field of
movie animation that would
become a career for him and a
delight to many hundreds of
thousands of people across the
world.

The fifteen feature films that Ray

Harryt ‘s skills ght to
life will continue to bring
enjoyment to us all for as long as
the moving image that is motion
pictures casts its beam of light
onto a silver screen. To say we are
pleased and delighted that Ray is
with us this weekend is
thing of an und:

We are very proud that he has
spared us his time to travel up to
Manchester and be Guest of
Honour at this first Festival of
Fantastic Films.
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BATTLE BEYOND THE STARS (1980) Saturday at 9.30am in the
LORYMAR CINEMA. Costing $5 million, the film was the biggest
budgeted production of Roger Carman’s New World studios, up to that
date. Cost—conscious as ever, when John Dykstra (of STAR WARS
1977, fame) asked $2 million to do the special effects, Corman built
his own studio and special effects department for half of Dykstra's
fee and subsequently rented it out at great profit to ather film makers.
Scripted by John Sayles, on Corman’s instructions the plotiine was THE
MAGNIFICENT SEVEN (1960) in space. The fim was a
commercial success despite the over—concentration on hardware

and special effects at the of Jimmy T. s
direction lacks the deft touches needed to bring to life the
or Sayle’s ittici:

BLACK DRAGONS (1942) Sunday at 6.15am in the LORYMAR
CINEMA. Starring Bela Lugosi, who is claimed to have said, on the
wuldwmw&'uw«hmlwmdonumrvmmmﬂmm
so blood—chillingly shacking”. Lugasi plays a plastic surgeon sent to
meMmNmmmhdf—n—domwm

lik for i i The idea is murder,
substitution and sabotage. Directed by William Nigh who had made
THE APE (1940) with Boris Karloff. Look out for Clayton Moore who
later went on to make the TV series THE LONE RANGER.

BLADE RUNNER (1982) Sunday at 10.30am RYAN CINEMA.

Ridley Scott’s beautifully designed and photographed city of the

future owes a good deal of its look to Fritz Lang’s METROPOLIS and

on the cinemascope screen the movie is a visual delight. The
‘somewhat muddled plot dosn’t leave very much of Phillip K. Dick’s
DO ANDROIDS DREAM OF ELECTRIC SHEEP? but Harrison Ford
_and Rutger Hauer head an entertaining cast. The 21st century LA.is
‘brought to life via some stunning miniatures and effects work and
is always something worth a second look on the screen
ut the 114 minutes running time.

BLOB (1958) Saturday at 9.30pm in the LORYMAR CINEMA.
The plot tells of a meteor a blob of space
protoplasm back to Earth. The tiny blob rapidly grows in size by
absorbing human beings. At one point the blob attacks a cinema —
n a monster has critical faculties. Starring Steve McQueen (billed

L

7 - Film descriptions inside programme

8 - Apologies from Jeff Morrow and Peter Cushing (pictures were sold in the auction)

All photos © Copyright — David E. Gates - 1990



9 - Pete Atkins

10 - Ray Harryhausen
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11 - Ray Harryhausen showing off concept art

All photos © Copyright — David E. Gates - 1990




12 - Ray Harryhausen showing off models
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13 - Stephen Gallagher
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